
What can co-produced research 
accomplish for social justice? 

 
Call for participation in a research symposium, November 4-6 2013 

 
The Connected Communities Programme will be hosting a research symposium in November 
2013 to examine the question: What can co-produced research accomplish for social justice? 
The symposium is intended to provide an opportunity for creative and critical reflection for 
those engaged in co-produced research associated with the Connected Communities 
programme.  Participants will explore the methods, theories and impacts of co-produced 
research as a means of enabling positive social change. The intention is to enable a creative, 
supportive and challenging environment for sharing research and ideas, with a view to 
producing an edited collection of contributions from the event in the form of a book, issue of a 
journal and/or other multi-media formats.  
 
We use a broad conception of co-produced research, including (but not restricted to) the joint 
framing of research questions, co-design of methodologies, collective production of outputs, 
and the participatory planning of strategies for dissemination and advocacy. The term 
overlaps with others in common use, such as participatory action research, citizen 
involvement and co-operative inquiry. Like them, the concept is contested and is open to 
historical, epistemological, ethical and political critique. We use a conception of social justice 
that is particularly concerned with recognising diversity, challenging economic and social 
inequalities, and creating the political, cultural, social and economic conditions for a fairer, 
more democratic and more equitable society.  
 
We are interested in particular in encouraging participation from individuals who have been 
less visible in CC meetings so far, including early career researchers and individuals working 
with or in community organisations. People who are selected as participants in the 
symposium will be expected to submit a contribution before the event, in either written and/or 
audio-visual form (around 2500 words, or equivalent). They will also be expected to read/view 
the contributions of a limited number of other participants whose contributions cover a similar 
theme before attending the event.  
 
The symposium is particularly interested in contributions that challenge and thus push 
forward thinking and practice in co-production, in pursuit of more equitable social futures. This 
might include, for example: 
 

• contributions that bring to bear distinctive theoretical, creative or methodological 
perspectives to open up and propose new avenues,  

• contributions that take a critical look across multiple projects or practices and explore 
areas for future development,  

• contributions that offer novel combinations of approaches to co-production, 
• contributions that draw on other approaches to research for social change and use 

this as a basis for reflecting upon co-production and engaged research.  
 
Proposals that simply describe the challenges that academics or communities encounter in 
attempting to co-produce research are unlikely to be accepted. 
 
The November symposium will require written submissions to be made beforehand, but these 
need not take the form of traditional academic papers (although these are also very 
welcome). In particular, we encourage contributions from non-academic partners that help to 
enhance the debate on social justice and co-produced research from the perspectives of 
individuals and groups whose perspectives can be marginalised by conventional research 
methods. While purely theoretical submissions are welcome, such proposals should identify 
the previous co-produced/collaborative or engaged research that has prompted them. The 
most important motivation is that participants are seeking to critically reflect upon their own 
practice and research.   



 
Who can attend? 
The symposium is open to anyone who has been funded by Connected Communities, as a 
researcher-practitioner, PI, Co-I or community partner.  
 
How do I submit a proposal? 
Please send a proposal of up to 500 words to connected-communities@bristol.ac.uk 
explaining how your contribution to the symposium will explore the question: What can co-
produced research accomplish for social justice?  
 
• The Call for Proposals closes July 10th,  
• Participants will be notified by July 18th  
• Extended think pieces will be required by September 30th  
• Pieces will be circulated to participants by October 15th. 
•  
Please also let us know, on no more than one side of A4, which Connected Communites 
project(s) you have been part of and also your current and recent experience as a 
researcher-practitioner..  
 
What will happen at the symposium? 
The aim of the symposium is to create an environment that is helpful for asking questions and 
working through ideas. Whether your background is more academic or practically-orientated, 
you are likely to find the symposium stimulating and challenging. There will be a maximum of 
40 participants and participants will be grouped into themes to allow for real exploration of 
areas of shared interest. The editorial team will facilitate the symposium. The outline of 
activities is: 
 

• Participants expected to have read contributions in their theme in advance  
• Day 1: 2pm start, Opening session, breakouts, dinner 
• Day 2: full day working sessions 
• Day 3: morning sessions, Closing session agreeing actions, lunch, depart 
• Day 3 (pm): optional continuation session to address any issues arising.  
• Day 4: depart 

 
What support is available? 
All reasonable travel and accommodation costs will be paid. Some support will be available 
for those with limited resources to prepare for, and take part in, the symposium where 
necessary. There may also be limited resource to cover some preparation time for writing 
after the event for those who do not have alternative funding sources available.  
 
What are the key dates for the project? 
CFP closes 10th July 
Decisions by 18th July 
Contributions (2500 words approx, or equivalent) submitted by September 30th 
All contributions clustered into themes and circulated to theme participants by October 18th 
Event November 4-6th 
Finalised Book/Publication Proposal by November 30th  
Final Papers/Contributions by April 30th 2014 
 
Who is organising the symposium? 
The symposium is being convened as part of Keri Facer’s Connected Communities 
Leadership fellowship, with Tom Wakeford, Andrew Miles and Pat Thomson acting as co-
curators of the event and co-editors of the publication and other outputs. Any of them can be 
contacted for further information or advice about submitting a proposal.  
 
Contact details: Keri.Facer@bristol.ac.uk;  Tom.Wakeford@ed.ac.uk; 
Patricia.Thomson@nottingham.ac.uk; Andrew.Miles@manchester.ac.uk  


