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25/11/2015 

Dear Participants/Contributors/Supporters of the Ritual Reconstructed project/website and everyone 
who took part in the marvellous Showcase event yesterday (24/11/15); I’m writing to you on behalf of 
the Ritual Reconstructed coordinating/design team (Surat Shaan; Searle, EJ; Allan, Jackie and 
myself) to thank you for helping to make this phase of the project such a resounding success. 

The showcase which took place at the fabulous JW3 yesterday, supported by their excellent team of 
back-stage people (catered by Zest!) was extremely well attended throughout all three elements of 
the project. It really was a triumphant tour-de-force of RR activities with glittering performances and 
sophisticated and complex theological discussions, culminating in the world premiere of the  suite of 
‘film chapters’ of RR. Thanks are especially due to our Bricolage convenor Sef Townsend, Mary 
Humphrey (photographer) and our rabbinic team as well as all of our bricolage performers. It has 
been the subject of really positive tweets, emails, Facebook comments and follow-up phone calls to 
congratulate the participants and coordinating team as well as several suggestions for how to 
continue the discussions on where we go next with the project. 

As those of you who were with us know, yesterday we sought follow-up comments and evaluation 
information – specifically asking several questions about what was missing from the project, what we 
could improve and whether participants – performers, speakers and those who watched the fruits of 
your labour – would be interested in helping to disseminate the project more widely, and specifically 
how we could move this project towards a greater inter-faith dimension. During the many incredibly 
powerful discussions and question and answer sessions we ranged from challenging theological 
questions to how we can ensure that women’s voices (and particularly lesbian women) could be 
heard more clearly to add further shadow and light to the stories that we’ve told. As ever we are 
encouraging everyone from the LGBTQI communities to bring their individual and collective narratives 
forward as we need to ensure that currently missing elements within the tale we are collectively telling 
are included.  

To this end we are encouraging you to continue to participate; asking you to add to the on-line 
narratives, outputs, blogs, audio clips, art work, bricolage and photographs which we will continue to 
upload to our website http://ritualreconstructed.com/  and in particular, to highlight what additional 
elements are needed (bearing in mind the very slender budget has been spent and the coordinating 
team are now focused on completing writing up and documenting the project – including adding 
photos and a report of the final event in the near future as well as outputs detailed below). Thus this 
project is on the cusp of being handed over completely to the community to add, grow and enrich 
through your own creativity.    
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We will be updating and adding to the website until the 1st February 2016 at which point it becomes 
an archive of our activities, so there is time to send in more materials.  At this stage, we’d particularly 
welcome discussion/blogs/audio clips etc. on how you felt as a result of your involvement, whether it 
was empowering, if you felt there was enough space for your story, your reflections on processes and 
longer-term impacts of involvement; what might have acted as a barrier to engagement; elements 
which you’d like to see foregrounded, how we can develop the project, a discussion on stronger and 
weaker elements; thoughts on theological or philosophical issues; perhaps consideration of personal 
or family migration and how this links to being an LGBTQI Jew (or ally), and much, much more.  

You can also email me on Margaret.Greenfields@bucks.ac.uk if you want to provide private feedback 
or discuss any elements of the project in a less public forum than the website/blog or in the 
alternative, speak to Surat Shaan Knan our community coordinator at ritualreconstructed@gmail.com.  

We are beginning to collate the feedback from the showcase event at the moment (which will also be 
added to the website) but there is still scope to join in the discussions and complete the feed-back 
form/respond to key questions. To this end we will send out a copy of the form we distributed at the 
event and information on where/how you can collect your ‘RR notebook’ and photo postcards – 
although these are disappearing rapidly! Don’t forget too that you can look at the twitter feed from 
yesterday #ritualreshowcase or @ritualre to gain inspiration, trigger reflections or to tweet about your 
experience. Meanwhile, if you are a journalist - or have media contacts – please try to aid with 
additional publicity so more people get to hear about/view RR and join in the conversation in the UK 
and further afield. We’ll be adding other outputs to the website in the coming weeks, including the 
literature review of the theological discussions in relation to LGBTQI and Jewish identities; a 
methodology discussion; short notes to support the film ‘chapters’ and more!! So do please check 
back on the website as well as sending us in other comments, materials and ideas as outlined above.  

For the moment, and as the immediate next stage,  we know that we’ll be preparing the final event 
exhibition (photographs by Mary Humphrey, bricolage images and the films)  to ‘tour’ synagogues or 
community centres (so long as it can be safely transported and cared for when visiting schuls and 
events such as Limmud etc). Please DO get in touch if you would like to arrange an exhibition, 
discussion or a screening of the RR films and we’ll do whatever we can to help. 

We’ll also be hosting another couple of screenings at partner universities in the next few months and 
at the request of some participants we will seek to expand the theological panel into an interfaith (and 
humanist) discussion on the relationship between a wider range of faiths and LGBT identity and 
whether  Judaism (as a faith and ethnicity) offers a special scope for supporting LGBTQI ritual 
identities viewed in the context of the  ‘Gay Liberation  movement’ in the 1960s, 70s and 80s when 
some other faiths/communities were perhaps more closed to discussions of sexuality. These will take 
place at some point early in 2016. As such there is plenty of scope to take this project where you want 
it to go….. We’ll stay in contact and hope you will too – thank you so very very much all you who have 
made this fabulous Ritual Reconstructed project what it is, and who will collectively help us to take to 
an even higher level of success! 

With very warmest wishes and our heartfelt thanks to you all. Mazel Tov everyone! 

  Professor Margaret Greenfields  

Professor of Community Engagement and Social Policy 
Director: Institute of Diversity Research, Inclusivity, Communities and Society (IDRICS) 
Buckinghamshire New University, HP11 2JZ    


