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Project Activities 

 
The activities funded through this project were generated by co-production teams involved 
in previous AHRC Connected Communities (CC) projects led by Dr. Geoff Bright (2016b; 
2106c; 2018) in the north of England and by Professor Valerie Walkerdine in Wales (2015), 
with work being led, respectively, from Manchester Metropolitan University and Cardiff 
University. Independently, Bright and Walkerdine had brought together projects funded by 
CC that considered how affective aspects of fragmented histories remain hidden in plain 
sight in de-industrialised working class communities in ways which impact on community 
being-ness. Both Bright and Wakerdine had initiated arts-based approaches to bring those 
affects to light. Walkerdine’s work (2010; 2016) has developed the notion of affective 
histories gathered through the collection of often small, anecdotal, details in conversations 
and interviews, while Bright’s work (2016a; 2018a) has foregrounded a practice of working 
with a social haunting through a repertoire of playful collective arts devices such as the 
“Community Tarot readings’ ‘instant playback theatre’ and ‘co-operative poetry’ used in 
community activist/arts ‘event’ spaces called Ghost Labs. Previous CC projects had taken 
place in South and Mid Wales (from Cardiff University), Rochdale, and the South Yorkshire, 
North Staffordshire, and Durham coalfields (from MMU) – all localities identified as 
outstandingly important to any reflexive, co-produced understanding of the impact of the 
Brexit decision in June 2016.  

 
The original proposal noted that unprocessed empirical materials from these projects 
existed in a host of forms (50 plus hours of Ghost Lab recordings; visual materials; 
collectively produced poetry; ‘radio ballad’ style folk songs; community broadcast material, 
film documentary, and so on) and co-production discussions had indicated a potentially 
productive synergy between the approaches adopted by Bright and Walkerdine. Basically, 
the “CataLab” was designed to act as a catalyst of this synergy in a Brexit context. The two-
day event duly took place through the 11th and 12th of April, 2018, with seven participants 
taking part at the New Vic Theatre, Newcastle under Lyme, Staffordshire. This was around a 
month later than originally envisaged, with the delay being due to the original venue 
becoming unavailable. The CataLab was designed as a listening-exchange and development 
laboratory bringing together project members and community partners already actively 
involved in the CC work, notably the Co-operative College and Unite Community – with the 
latter providing the venue as support in kind through the offices of Branch Secretary of 
Stoke on Trent Unite Community branch and Director of New Vic Borderlines, Sue Moffet.  

 
As planned, the event began with an information exchange session as preparation for an 
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intense ‘data retreat’ where participants worked as individuals and in a group with audio 
and video materials. This led into an arts-based workshop facilitated by poet Andrew 
McMillan, where a small set of Community Tarot cards (as used in the Ghost Labs of Bright’s 
work), were produced from blanks, as a means of articulating the CataLab process as both 
an imaginative and theoretical stimulus and as a creative product in its own right.  
  

Project Outcomes  

Expected output: An academic article arising from the event will be produced  
 
Outcome: In December 2017, a panel discussion was proposed by Bright and Walkerdine 
and offered to the 2018 international conference of the 2018 Working Class Studies 
Association at State University of New York. The proposed panel, which included Bright and 
Walkerdine, Prof Joe Varga of the University of Indiana, and Catslyst project member Mark 
James of Unite Community, was accepted and subsequently took place at SUNY in June 
2018. As a result, a Special Issue of the journal Working Class Studies, edited by Bright, 
Walkerdine, Varga and James has been agreed with the journal editors, and is scheduled for 
publication in 2019.  
 
Expected output: An appropriately accessible article will be produced for the professional 
and lay member audiences of Unite Community and the Co-op College.   
 
Outcome: To be completed by Amanda Benson (Co-op College) and Mark James (Unite 
Community) 
 
Expected output: Visual and audio arts-based materials produced during the Catalab 
'Tarot' session will be made available to the CC website.  
 
Outcome: Completed as an attachment to this report.   
 

Expected output: Catalyse a newly extended, dual national community exchange, co-

operation and activist framework supported by the established community partners 

Completed as evidenced by above outputs  

 

Expected output: Exhibit project materials in the Unite centre, Stoke on Trent 

Completed during the event at New Vic Theatre, Newcastle under Lyme an 

 

Expected output: Disseminate the creative materials produced at the event through 

existing project websites  

Links established to CC website (as above) and to https://www.socialhaunting.com  

https://www.socialhaunting.com/
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Additional Output 

The CataLab also fed into Valerie and Geoff being involved (with Katy Bennet of Leicester 

University) in developing a bid for the ESRC call “Governance after Brexit”.  

 

Participation  

 

Participation in the project was affected by sickness of one of the Cardiff participants and 
also by the difficulty difficulty of bringing community participants together in a place (Stoke) 
centrally located our widely dispersed project areas in Wales and the north of England of 
bringing community participants together with a limit of £100 on honoraria. Consequently, 
we were short of three hoped-for participants and did not, consequently, use all of our 
allocated funding. Nevertheless, the event was viewed as a very productive, stimulating and 
enjoyable experience by those in attendance, as the following feedback examples and audio 
material provided in association with this report show. 
 
 
“It was wonderful to have the space to come together to analyse our current practise and 
plot ways in which it might move forward; rather than a simple meeting, we enacted our 
own creative processes and practises on ourselves and used ourselves as our own 
participants to help us further develop a language for what we have been doing”  
  
 
“The Catalab event really helped project partners to delve into the ‘magic’ that happens in 
the ghost labs and to compare their experiences of facilitating ghost labs in different 
settings. It provided a creative space to work together on further developing this ever-
evolving methodology and to share our ideas on how to strengthen and build on the ongoing 
work.” 
 
 
“ The Catalab provided the opportunity to reflect upon the progress of the project so far. We 
were able to consider the methodology used, theoretical implications and how the concept 
of social haunting could be developed. The ideas developed in the Catalab enabled me to 
refine my thoughts for the Working Class Studies conference in New York leading to the 
successful presentation of a paper.” 
 
 
“The Catalab was a valuable opportunity to reflect on all three Social Haunting projects and 
to think about how the methods we use to engage with various communities have developed 
over the course of the three years. In particular, is was good to make links to Valerie's work 
in South Wales and to explore the connections between her experiences and ours”. 
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